Physical and Engineering Sciences in Medicine Editor-in-Chief’s Report to the ACPSEM 2025 Annual General Meeting
In 2024, the journal received 753 manuscript submissions, a slight decline from the 759 submissions recorded in 2023. Of these, 123 manuscripts (18.0%) were accepted for publication, a reduction from 156 manuscripts (20.8%) in the preceding year. The number of rejections totalled 479 (70.2%), compared with 546 (72.7%) in 2023. As in previous years, annual acceptance and rejection figures incorporate editorial decisions on manuscripts submitted late in the prior year.
Every manuscript undergoes an initial quality-control assessment before formal peer review. A substantial proportion continues to be declined at this stage or returned to authors for correction due to non-compliance with submission requirements. Persistent issues include unclear or inconsistent email contact details, inadequate adherence to formatting templates, excessive word counts, and incomplete or insufficiently documented ethics approvals. There was a notable rise in author-initiated withdrawals: 58 manuscripts (8.5%) were withdrawn in 2024, compared with 30 (4.0%) in 2023.
The journal’s international visibility remains strong. Submissions in 2024 were received from corresponding authors in 79 countries, up from 76 in 2023. Accepted manuscripts originated from 42 countries, a marked increase on the 23 represented in the previous year. India remained the largest source of submissions for both years, rising from 25.3% of all submissions in 2023 to 30.6% in 2024. Australia continued to contribute the highest proportion of accepted manuscripts, representing 25.0% in 2023 and 22.7% in 2024.
Article downloads remain an important measure of readership and scholarly impact. The three most frequently accessed papers in 2024 were downloaded 8,838, 5,420, and 5,151 times respectively. The most downloaded piece, a guest editorial by Brady et al. published in 2022, continued to attract exceptional engagement. The second and third most downloaded articles—by Apostolopoulos et al. and Brady et al.—were original studies first published in 2020 and focused on COVID-19, underscoring the enduring relevance of research arising from the pandemic period.
The Kenneth Clark Award for the most outstanding paper published in Physical and Engineering Sciences in Medicine in 2024 by an ACPSEM member was jointly awarded to the following contributions:
· Jackson Roberts, Alicia Moggre, Juergen Meyer, and Steven Marsh, Simulation-guided development of an optical calorimeter for high dose rate dosimetry, Physical and Engineering Sciences in Medicine 47 (2024): 143–151.
· Chris Williams, Leah Biffin, and Rick Franich, A model for estimating peak skin dose in CT, Physical and Engineering Sciences in Medicine 47 (2024): 539–550.
On behalf of ACPSEM’s journal, the Editor-in-Chief extends sincere appreciation to all ACPSEM members who have submitted manuscripts, served as associate editors, or contributed peer reviews. Their commitment and expertise continue to sustain the high scholarly standards of Physical and Engineering Sciences in Medicine.

